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COURSE SYLLABUS

British Literature I
ENGL 2322C01
3 credit hours
Fall 2021
INSTRUCTOR: Joanna Laws

ENGL 2322 – Fall 2021
INSTRUCTOR:
EMAIL:
OFFICE:
PHONE:
HOURS:

Joanna Laws
jlaws@rangercollege.edu
Jameson, Ranger Campus
(254) 488-1440 (Cell)
MW 10:30 am – 11:00 am
TR 9:00 am – 10:45 am, 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Or by appointment
I. Texas Core Curriculum Statement of Purpose

Through the Texas Core Curriculum, students will gain a foundation of knowledge of
human cultures and the physical and natural world, develop principles of personal and
social responsibility for living in a diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical
skills that are essential for all learning.
II. Course Description
A survey of the development of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period through
the 18th century. Students will study works of prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in
relation to their historical and cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from a diverse
group of authors and traditions.
III. Required Background or Prerequisite
English 1301.
IV. Required Textbook and Course Materials
All required readings will be accessible on Blackboard.
V.

Course Purpose

To explore the history of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period to the
Eighteenth Century. In the process we will focus on how ideas, values and beliefs, and
other aspects of culture express and affect human experience.
VI. Learning Outcomes
1. Identify key ideas, representative authors and works, significant historical or cultural
events, and characteristic perspectives or attitudes expressed in the literature of
different periods or regions.
2. Analyze literary works as expressions of individual or communal values within the
social, political, cultural, or religious contexts of different literary periods.
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3. Demonstrate knowledge of the development of characteristic forms and styles of
expression during different historical periods or in different regions.
4. Articulate aesthetic principles that guide the scope and variety of work in the arts
and humanities.
5. Write research-based critical papers about the assigned readings in clear and
grammatically correct prose, using various critical approaches to literature.
VII. Core Objectives
This course meets the following of the six Core Objectives established by Texas:
☒ Critical Thinking Skills (CT) – Creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis;
evaluation and synthesis of information
☒ Communication Skills (COM) – effective development, interpretation and
expression of ideas through written, oral, and visual communication
☐ Empirical and Quantitative Skills (EQS) – The manipulation and analysis of
numerical data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions
☐ Teamwork (TW) – The ability to consider different points of view and to work
effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal
☒ Social Responsibility (SR) – Intercultural competence, knowledge of civic
responsibility, and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global
communities
☒ Personal Responsibility (PR) – The ability to connect choices, actions, and
consequences to ethical decision-making
VIII. Methods of Instruction
This is a multimedia class, and as such, it may include assigned readings, electronic
documents, interactive lectures, discussions, videos, in-class examinations, group
projects, etc. Students are expected to maintain access to both computer writing
programs and email. Students will be expected to use Blackboard throughout the
semester as part of their coursework.
IX. Methods of Assessment
Official grades for this class are recorded in Blackboard. Final course grades will be
posted in Campus Connect for your transcript.
20% General/Daily Grades - comprised of the following:
o Class Participation & Attendance (5%)
o Discussions & Reading Quizzes (15%)
● 40% Writing Assignments – comprised of the following:
●
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Two Annotated Reviews
Two Critical Response Papers
● 40% Exams – comprised of the following:
▪ Early Literature
▪ 16th Century
▪ 17th Century
▪ Final Exam (not cumulative)
▪
▪

A grade of I (Incomplete) will be assigned only under extreme
circumstances.
General/Daily Grades – General/Daily Grades include class participation,
discussions, reading quizzes, and other activities such as homework, in-class
assignments, group work, and other small assignments and activities that may arise
over the course of the semester. For discussion posts online, half of the credit for the
activity comes from your initial post and half comes from your responses to your
classmates. For participation, I have a credit/no credit system - if you’re here and you
participate, you get credit for the day. If you aren’t here or you don’t participate, then
you do not get credit for the day. At the end of the semester, you must have “credit”
for ⅔ of the days in order to receive a passing score for this section. I will drop at least
the 2 lowest grades in this category.
Writing Assignments – You must complete several major writing assignments
throughout the semester. There are 2 Annotated Reviews and 2 Critical Response
Papers. The Annotated Reviews will require some degree of research; outside sources
are optional for the Critical Response Papers. The guidelines and topics for each option
are posted in Blackboard, and the due dates for each option are listed in the course
calendar below. The final grades for these assignments will be averaged together for
this portion of the grade.
Exams - There will be several “testing” experiences during the semester, usually
at the conclusion of a major unit, and almost all of these will be of the “take-home test”
variety. The final exam will cover the material toward the end of the semester (it is not
cumulative). Students must complete all components of the exams in the time specified.
Grading scale: A = 90-100%

B = 80-89

C = 70-79

D = 60-69

F = Below 60

X. Course/Classroom Policies
Attendance: Prompt and regular class attendance and participation is considered
necessary for satisfactory work. It is the responsibility of the instructor to keep an
accurate and comprehensive record of attendance.
Ranger College recognizes that absence from class may occur due to illness,
death or illness in the immediate family, observance of a religious holiday, or
participation in a school or College-sponsored activity. (Absences due to participation in
a College-sponsored activity must be authorized by the college.) Documentation may be
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required to corroborate the excused absence. Make up work will be allowed only for
excused absences.
Since deadlines are published ahead of time, it is the student’s responsibility to
connect and/or log in regularly and often and to keep up with course requirements. If
a student fails to attend class, access the streaming session (if needed), and/or log into
Blackboard for three full class sessions, and if the instructor deems a student failing due
to excessive absences and/or failure to make up work due to absences, the student
may be dropped from the class. The last day for students to drop in the Fall term
with a W is Friday, October 29th.
If bad weather (a storm knocks out your internet) or quarantine restrictions keep
you from accessing technology or our online platform for more than 2 days, please let
me know by email or text.
Late Work: A major assignment is due by the stated due date and time unless for
some reason I announce a change or unless you have made special arrangements with
me. Writing assignments turned in after that time may receive a deduction in grade
(one half grade per calendar day).

Quizzes and most in-person class activities may not be made up. Online
discussions and activities may not be made up since most of those will have a “window”
in which they can be completed. Once the due date and time for that activity has
passed, you’re out of luck. However, if you miss something because of an excused
event, please contact me.
Our tests will be completed IN CLASS. If you will be absent on a testing day, you
need to email me BEFORE the class meeting to make arrangements for taking a makeup exam. This provision INCLUDES campus-related absences due to sporting or activity
events.
I don’t anticipate a situation like this, but just in case: essays that are written in
class may not be done outside of class. In case of absence on the day of an in-class
essay, it must be made up in coordination with the on-site proctor. Also, in order to
make up an in-class essay, you must contact me on or before the scheduled day of the
writings.
Assignment sheets will be given, listing dates and requirements. The student is
responsible for knowing the assignment for each day and for being prepared for class,
regardless of circumstances.
Course Content: College-level courses may include controversial, sensitive, and/or
adult material. Students are expected to have the readiness for college-level rigor and
content.
Classroom Civility/Student Conduct: I expect you to respect the rights of the
other class members by not speaking disrespectfully to one another and/or to me. Since
we aren’t quite sure how things will go over the semester, it’s even more important that
we treat each other well in all learning environments. There are real people tied to the
names that appear on the screen or in our Blackboard class, and while we may engage
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in lively debates and ultimately agree to disagree, we’re doing so without the plan or
intent of making enemies. You may be barred from the course if you cannot conduct
yourself appropriately.
Student Technology Use: Since the reading selections are available as weblinks or
as an electronic download, you can expect that reliable and regular access to
technology will be a significant part of completing any work. Hopefully, you have your
own laptop computer or tablet or can get to a campus lab regularly. In any event, be
sure to make alternative arrangements if your computer crashes, your internet goes
out, you can no longer access an on-campus lab, or something else renders your
technology “toast.” Know what resources are provided by your local libraries (municipal
and/or school), find out where you can get a free wifi signal in a pinch (Sonic and some
churches may be “hot spots”), and line up a backup computer in case yours suddenly
decides to die. Also, consider saving your files to your Google Docs folder or some other
cloud-based storage service. Hopefully, if you’re prepared, you won’t have your session
thrown into chaos, which could turn your grade to “toast.”
You should log into Blackboard two-three times per week during the term to
make sure you are keeping up with course requirements. More frequent logging in is
highly recommended.
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is a fundamental value upon which colleges
and universities are built. There are five fundamental values that characterize an
academic community of integrity: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.
Acts of academic dishonesty compromise these values and undermine the process by
which knowledge is created, shared, and evaluated. Repeated offenses cast suspicion
not only upon the integrity of the individual, but also damage the reputation of the
college.
Acts of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, cheating on a test,
plagiarism, and collusion.
“Cheating on a test" shall include copying from another student's test paper;
using test materials not authorized by the person administering the test; collaborating
with or seeking aid from another student during a test without permission from the test
administrator; knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, or soliciting, in whole or in
part, the contents of an un-administered test; unauthorizedly transporting or removing,
in whole or in part, of the contents of an un-administered test; substituting for another
student, or permitting another student to substitute for oneself, to take a test; bribing
another person to obtain an un-administered test or information about an unadministered test.
“Plagiarism shall be defined as the appropriating, buying, receiving as a gift, or
obtaining by any means another’s work and the unacknowledged submission or
incorporation of it in one’s own written work. Plagiarism can be interpreted as the
knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or
unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement. Your
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papers are submitted to plagiarism checking resources provided by
Blackboard when you submit them to check the authenticity of your work.
“Collusion" shall be defined as the unauthorized collaboration with another
person in preparing written work for fulfillment of course requirements. Students found
to have violated policy FLB Local will be disciplined. Disciplinary action can include but is
not limited to receiving a zero on the assignment, receiving a zero for attendance, or
receiving a failing grade for the course.
I am always happy to look at drafts and provide feedback for you, so if you need
a “professional” eye, come to me!
XI. Course Outline/Schedule
Please note: Quizzes will not be listed on this calendar. You will be alerted
when you need to take a quiz by an announcement in class, an
announcement in Blackboard, and/or an email. Selections are listed on the
day they will be discussed in class, so please read before class time.
Monday, August 23
Introductions
Syllabus
Explanation of Critical Response Papers
Explanation of Annotated Reviews
Introductory material
Wednesday, August 25
Background Info: Anglo-Norman Literature
Background Info: Early British Literature & Beowulf
Start reading Beowulf together
Monday, August 30
Continue Beowulf
Wednesday, September 1
Continue & finish Beowulf
Superhero discussion in class
Monday, September 6
Labor Day Holiday
Wednesday, September 8
Ancrene Riwle: “The Parable of the Christ-Knight” (provided)
Introductory material for Sir Gawain and the Green Knight; start reading
Together (Preface & Canto I)
Critical Response Paper – Option 1 due by 5 pm today
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Monday, September 13
Continue Sir Gawain (Canto II & III)
Wednesday, September 15
Finish Sir Gawain (Canto IV)
Honor vs. Practicality Discussion
Monday, September 20
Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales
General Prologue (1.1 General Prologue | Harvard's Geoffrey Chaucer Website)
Wednesday, September 22
Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales
The Franklin’s Tale
(5.2 The Franklin's Prologue and Tale | Harvard's Geoffrey Chaucer Website)
Monday, September 27
Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales
The Wife of Bath’s Tale
(3.1 The Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale | Harvard's Geoffrey Chaucer Website)
Wednesday, September 29
Test 1
Monday, October 4
Critical Response Paper – Option 2 due by 5 pm today
Lecture on 16th Century material
Women in Power
Queen Mary
“The Oration of Queen Mary in the Guildhall”
(https://thehistoryofengland.co.uk/resource/speech-of-mary-i-1554/)
Queen Elizabeth I
“A Speech to a Joint Delegation”
(https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/elizabethmonarchy/speech-to-a-joint-delegation/)
“The doubt of future foes”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44219/the-doubt-of-future-foes)
“Speech to the Troops at Tilbury”
(http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/tilbury.htm)
Women in Subjection
Queen Mary
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“Letter to Henry VIII” (https://englishhistory.net/tudor/letter-of-princessmary-to-king-henry-viii1536/#:~:text='The%20confession%20of%20me%2C%20Lady,persist%20and
%20continue%20in%20this)
Mary, Queen of Scots
Correspondence with Elizabeth I
(https://ryanphunter.wordpress.com/2015/10/05/a-rivalry-in-letters-mary-andelizabeth/)
“A Letter to Henry III of France” (https://englishhistory.net/tudor/maryqueen-scots-last-letter/)
Queen Elizabeth I
“On Monsieur’s Departure”
(http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/departure.htm)
“The ‘Golden Speech’”
(https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/eebo/A84363.0001.001/1:1?rgn=div1;view=fulltex
t)
Isabella Whitney
“Will and Testament”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45991/will-and-testament)
Position of Women Discussion
Wednesday, October 6
Critical Response Paper – Option 3 due by 5 pm today
Renaissance Love Poetry
Edmund Spenser
Amoretti 54 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50050/amorettiliv-of-this-worlds-theatre-in-which-we-stay)
Amoretti 67 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45186/amorettilxvii-like-as-a-huntsman)
Amoretti 68 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45187/amorettilxviii-most-glorious-lord-of-life)
Amorreti 74 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45188/amorettilxxiv-most-happy-letters)
Amoretti 79 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45190/amorettilxxix-men-call-you-fair)
Sir Philip Sidney
Astrophil and Stella 2
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50415/astrophil-and-stella-2-not-at-firstsight-nor-with-a-dribbed-shot)
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Astrophil and Stella 5
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50416/astrophil-and-stella-5-it-is-most-truethat-eyes-are-formed-to-serve)
Astrophil and Stella 31
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45158/astrophil-and-stella-31-with-how-sadsteps-o-moon-thou-climbst-the-skies)
Astrophil and Stella 39
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45160/astrophil-and-stella-39-come-sleep-osleep-the-certain-knot-of-peace)
Astrophil and Stella 41
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45161/astrophil-and-stella-41-having-thisday-my-horse-my-hand-my-lance-)
Astrophil and Stella 47
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50077/astrophil-and-stella-47-what-have-ithus-betrayed-my-liberty-)
Astrophil and Stella 107
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50085/astrophil-and-stella-107-stella-sincethou-so-right-a-princess-art-)
Monday, October 11
Christopher Marlowe, “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44675/the-passionate-shepherd-to-his-love)
Sir Walter Ralegh, “The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44939/the-nymphs-reply-to-the-shepherd)
William Shakespeare
Sonnet 18 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45087/sonnet-18shall-i-compare-thee-to-a-summers-day)
Sonnet 19 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45088/sonnet-19devouring-time-blunt-thou-the-lions-paws)
Sonnet 35 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50645/sonnet-35no-more-be-grieved-at-that-which-thou-hast-done)
Sonnet 73 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45099/sonnet-73that-time-of-year-thou-mayst-in-me-behold)
Sonnet 106 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45102/sonnet106-when-in-the-chronicle-of-wasted-time)
Sonnet 116 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45106/sonnet116-let-me-not-to-the-marriage-of-true-minds)
Sonnet 130 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45108/sonnet130-my-mistress-eyes-are-nothing-like-the-sun)
Sonnet 138 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50386/sonnet138-when-my-love-swears-that-she-is-made-of-truth)
What is love? Discussion
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Wednesday, October 12
Test 2
Monday, October 18
Annotated Review 1 due by 11:59 pm
William Shakespeare, Much Ado About Nothing (watch movie in class)
Wednesday, October 20
Finish Much Ado About Nothing
Thematic discussion
Monday, October 25
Critical Response Paper – Option 4 due by 5 pm
17th Century lecture
John Donne
“The Canonization” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44097/thecanonization)
“Love’s Alchemy” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44119/lovesalchemy)
“The Bait” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44094/the-bait56d2230bf176d)
“The Ecstasy” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44099/theecstasy)
“Elegy 19. To His Mistress Going to Bed”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50340/to-his-mistress-goingto-bed)
Holy Sonnet 10 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44107/holysonnets-death-be-not-proud)
Holy Sonnet 14 (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44106/holysonnets-batter-my-heart-three-persond-god)
Holy Sonnet 19
(http://www.luminarium.org/sevenlit/donne/sonnet19.php)
“A Hymn to God the Father”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44115/a-hymn-to-god-thefather)
Wednesday, October 27
George Herbert
“Affliction (1)” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44357/theaffliction-i)
“The Windows” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50695/thewindows-56d22df68ff95)
“Denial” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50696/denial)
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“The Collar” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44360/the-collar)
“Love (3)” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44367/love-iii)
Robert Herrick
“The Vine” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50721/the-vine)
“Delight in Disorder”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47285/delight-in-disorder)
“Upon Julia’s Breasts”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50683/upon-julias-breasts)
“To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46546/to-the-virgins-to-make-muchof-time)
“To His Conscience” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47336/tohis-conscience)
Andrew Marvell
“The Coronet” (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48328/thecoronet)
“A Dialogue Between the Soul and Body”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44680/a-dialogue-between-the-souland-the-body)
“To His Coy Mistress”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44688/to-his-coy-mistress)
God & The Preacher Man discussion
Monday, November 1
John Milton

Paradise Lost: Book 1

(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45718/paradise-lost-book-1-1674-version)
Wednesday, November 3
Test 3
Monday, November 8
Critical Response Paper – Option 5 due by 5 pm today
Restoration & 18th Century lecture
John Dryden, “Song from Marriage à la Mode”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44182/marriage-a-la-mode)
Daniel Defoe, “From Roxana” (provided)
Wednesday, November 10
Mrs. Eliza Haywood, “Fantomina”
Marriage – Love or Economics? Discussion
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Monday, November 15
Alexander Pope, “Eloisa to Abelard”
(https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44892/eloisa-to-abelard)
Wednesday, November 17
Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal”
(https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1080/1080-h/1080-h.htm)
Humor as weapon discussion
Thanksgiving Week – November 22 – 26
Monday, November 29
Critical Response – Option 6 due by 5 pm today
Annotated Review 2 due by 11:59 pm
Catch Up Day
Wednesday, December 1
Final Exam prep
Final Exams – December 7 - 9
XII. Non-Discrimination Statement
Admissions, employment, and program policies of Ranger College are nondiscriminatory
in regard to race, creed, color, sex, age, disability, and national origin.
XIII. ADA Statement
Ranger College is committed to ensuring that students with disabilities have equal
access to and participation in all programs of study. In accordance with Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, students receive
reasonable accommodations to assure equal access to all programs and activities.
Ranger College provides a variety of services for students with learning and/or physical
disabilities. Students are responsible for making initial contact with the Ranger College
Counselor, Gabe Lewis (glewis@rangercollege.edu /
https://www.rangercollege.edu/counseling-and-advising/). It is advisable to make this
contact before or immediately after the semester begins. No special dispensations will
be given without notification from their office.
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