
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RANGER COLLEGE  

 

 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

 
 

American Literature 
ENGL 2327 

 
“True liberty is not liberty to do evil as well as good.”   

– John Winthrop 
 

3 credit hours 
Spring 2020 

 
INSTRUCTOR: Mrs. Renae Brumbaugh Green 

EMAIL: RGreen@RangerCollege.edu 
OFFICE HOURS: By Appointment 

 

 

 

 

 



ENGL 2326 – Spring 2020 

 

 
2 

 

 
Course Description  

This course presents a one-semester survey of American literature from the period of 
exploration and settlement to the present. Students will study works of prose, poetry, 
drama, and fiction in relation to their historical and cultural contexts. Texts will be selected 
from among a diverse group of authors for what they reflect and reveal about the evolving 
American experience and character. Prerequisite: English 1302. Credit: 3 semester hours.  

Texas Core Curriculum Statement of Purpose  

Students will gain a foundation of knowledge of human cultures and the physical and 
natural world, develop principles of personal and social responsibility for living in a 
diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are essential for all 
learning.  

Required Background or Prerequisites  

Students in English 2326 must have either 1) previously taken and passed English 1302, or 
2) been exempted from English 1302 (e.g., by ACT or SAT scores).  

Required Text & Materials  

Title: The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Eighth Shorter Edition Editor: Nina 
Baym 
Publisher: W. W. Norton and Company, 2013 
ISBN: 978-0-393-91885-4  

One novel from provided list, assigned in class. You may purchase this or check it out from 
the library.  

Core Objectives  

This course directly meets the following of the six Core Objectives:  

• ☒  Critical Thinking Skills: To include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and 
analysis, evaluation, and synthesis of information  

• ☒  Communication Skills: To include effective development, interpretation, and 
expression of ideas through written, oral, and visual communication  

• ☐  Empirical and Quantitative Skills: To include the manipulation and analysis of 
numerical data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions  

• ☐  Teamwork: To include the ability to consider different points of view and to work 
effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal  

• ☒ Personal Responsibility: To include the ability to connect choices, actions, and 
consequences to ethical decision-making  
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• ☐ Social Responsibility: To include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic 

responsibility, and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global 
communities  

Methods of Instruction  

This is a multimedia class, and as such may include lectures, assigned readings, discussions, 
group projects, videos, electronic documents, PowerPoints, and more. It also features 
regular class presentations by students about authors and works that are outside the 
weekly reading assignments.  

Methods of Assessment  

In this class we will read, study, evaluate, and discuss many works of fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, and drama. Based on this, students will complete the following assignments to 
facilitate and assess their learning. Each of these assessments addresses one or more of the 
Core Objectives: Critical Thinking Skills (CT), Communication Skills (COM), Empirical and 
Quantitative Skills (EQS), Teamwork (TW), Personal Responsibility (PR), Social 
Responsibility (SR).  

• Research Paper (CT, COM): Students will write one research paper and will 
participate in related activities as prescribed by the instructor. This paper will be 
evaluated by the student’s ability to develop a thesis statement in the introduction, 
support the thesis statement in the body, and demonstrate unity and focus while 
writing meaningfully about a chosen work or works of American literature. It will 
also demonstrate the student’s proper use of grammar, punctuation, sentence 
structure, and spelling. The research paper will require proper use of MLA format, 
including documentation of sources.  

• Literature Presentation (COM): Students will prepare and present a 10-minute talk, 
with accompanying visual presentation and written component, about a selected 
author and his or her contribution to and significance for American literature.  

• Quizzes (CT): Quizzes will assess students’ completion and understanding of the 
assigned readings.  

• Reading and homework (PR): Students are expected to complete all of the assigned 
readings. These readings may come from the official course textbook or from other 
sources chosen by the instructor.  

• Midterm Exam and Final Exam (CT, COM, PR): Students will take a Midterm and a 
Final.  

Grading  

To pass the class, students must achieve at least a 60% overall grade and pass the 
final exam.  

1. A  90-100%  
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2. B  80-89%  
3. C  70-79%  
4. D  60-70%  

F Below 60%  

Each student’s total grade will consist of the following:  

• Research Paper    100 points 
• Literature Presentation   100 points 
• Class Participation/Discussion 100 points 
• Quizzes    100 points 
• Midterm Exam    100 points 
• Final Exam     100 points 

TOTAL     600 points 

PAPER GRADING CRITERIA  

• An A paper (90-100%) is excellent in nearly all respects. It shows originality of 
thought that goes beyond material presented in class. It is well argued and well 
organized with a clear, specific, and ambitious thesis or exploratory question. It is 
well developed with content that is specific, interesting, appropriate, and 
convincing. It has logical and artful transitions and is marked by stylistic finesse and 
varied sentence structures. It demonstrates command of mature diction and has 
few, if any, mechanical, grammatical, spelling, or diction errors. It correctly uses 
MLA format and conventions.  

• A B paper (80-89%) is excellent in many respects, but it has a less sophisticated 
thesis or exploratory question, a less distinguished style, and a minor lapse or two in 
organization and development. It has a few ineffective and/or incorrect sentence 
structures. It contains minor instances of awkward or ineffective wording and 
phrasing. It has some minor mechanical, grammatical, spelling, and/or diction 
problems. It contains one or two minor errors in MLA format.  

• A C paper (70-79%) is generally competent, but compared to a B paper it has a 
weaker thesis or exploratory question and less effective style and development. It 
contains some lapses in organization, poor or awkward transitions, and less varied 
sentence structures that tend toward choppiness or monotony. In some places the 
wording and phrasing is substantially awkward, ineffective, and/or confusing. It 
contains some significant errors in grammar, sentence structure, mechanics, 
spelling, and/or diction. It contains several significant errors in MLA format.  

• A D paper (60-69%) is below average and generally deficient. It presents a thesis 
or exploratory question that is too vague, unfocused, or obvious to be developed 
effectively. It generally exhibits problems with organization, support, transitions, 
sentence structure, mechanics, grammar, spelling, and diction that impede the 
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reader’s understanding. It strays from the appropriate topic and/or focus. Its use of 
MLA format is generally deficient.  

• An F paper (59% and below) is far below average. It has no clear thesis or central 
topic. It displays a lack of organization, support, and development. It contains major 
and repeated problems with mechanics, grammar, spelling, and/or diction, to the 
point of rendering the text incoherent. It fails to fulfill the assignment and/or is 
unacceptably brief. It is not presented in MLA format.  

• SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT PLAGIARISM: Papers that are partly or wholly plagiarized 
will receive an automatic grade of F.  

Course Notes and Instructor Recommendations  

Blackboard: Please familiarize yourself with the Blackboard online course management 
system (available through Ranger College's Website), since this class will use it for 
delivering some coursework and maintaining an updated course calendar.  

Email: At the first class meeting, students will be asked to provide a working email address 
that I can use for contacting them. Students are responsible for 1) regularly checking their 
messages at the address they have provided, 2) ensuring that their inbox is not full so that 
they can receive messages, and 3) ensuring that any spam filters associated with their 
email service providers are not catching the messages sent from my address 
(RGreen@rangercollege.edu).  

American Literature Novel Project and Research Paper 

Due to time constraints, we do not have time to study the gamut of American Literature 

during this one-semester class. In an effort to learn about as many American authors as 

possible, you will each choose one book from the list below to read and present to the class. 

Your research paper will be over the same book. Only one student per book, and it is first 

come, first served.  

Your presentation will comprise of either a PowerPoint or a tri-fold poster in which you 

will share interesting information about the author, the time period in which he or she 

wrote, cultural significance of the novel, and a short book blurb. Your presentation will last 

about five minutes, after which the class and I will ask you questions about your book and 

your presentation.  

Your research paper must be three double-spaced pages, 12-point Times New Roman, and 

must cite at least three sources, MLA format.  

*Presentations will begin March 2, 2020, with one presentation each class period until all 

presentations are complete. An absence on the day your presentation is scheduled will 

result in a zero for that assignment. In the event of an extreme emergency (death in family, 



ENGL 2326 – Spring 2020 

 

 
6 

 

 
etc.), you will still be required to submit your PowerPoint or tri-fold poster and your 

research paper on time, and your live presentation will be rescheduled. 

*Your final exam may include an essay question about your novel, so be sure to read and 

annotate it well.  

Book Choices for Presentation and Research Paper 

The Turn of the Screw and Other Short Novels – Henry James 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings – Maya Angelou 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain  
The Sound and the Fury – William Faulkner 
Moby Dick – Herman Melville  
The Secret Live of Bees – Sue Monk Kidd 
The Sun Also Rises – William Faulkner 
A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry 
Fahrenheit 451 – Ray Bradbury 
The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien 
Their Eyes Were Watching God – Zora Neal Hurston 
The Catcher in the Rye – J.D. Salinger 
To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee 
The Scarlet Letter – Nathaniel Hawthorne 
The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – Ken Kesey 
The Glass Menagerie – Tennessee Williams  
For Whom the Bell Tolls – Ernest Hemingway 
The Good Earth – Pearl S. Buck 
The Last of the Mohicans – James Fenimore Cooper 
A Prayer for Owen Meany – John Irving 
The Five People You Meet in Heaven – Mitch Albom 
The Pearl – John Steinbeck 
How to Win Friends and Influence People – Dale Carnegie 
Our Town – Thornton Wilder 
Out of the Dust – Karen Hesse 
The Light in the Forest – Conrad Richter 
Before We Were Free – Julia Alvarez 
Go Tell It on the Mountain – James Baldwin 
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 
*These assigned readings are subject to change based on time factors and class discussions. 
*Quizzes will be given intermittently. 
 
Week One: Introduction, Beginnings to 1820 
Week Two: King Philip’s Speech 
John Smith – A Description of New England 
Christopher Columbus – Letter of Discovery 
 Letter to Ferdinand and Isabella Regarding the Fourth Voyage 
Week Three: John Winthrop – A Model of Christian Charity 
Anne Bradstreet – Various Selections 
Week Four: Edward Taylor – Preparatory Meditations 
 God’s Determinations 
Week Five: Jonathan Edwards – Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 
Benjamin Franklin – The Way to Wealth 
 The Autobiography 
Samson Occum – The Sufferings of Christ 
Week Six: Thomas Paine – Common Sense 
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison – The Federalist 
Week Seven: Review and Mid-term Exam 
 
1820-1865: 
Week Eight: Ralph Waldo Emerson – Nature 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow – A Psalm of Life 
 The Slave Singing at Midnight 
Week Nine: Edgar Allen Poe – The Raven 
 The Tell-Tale Heart 
Abraham Lincoln – Gettysburg Address 
 Second Inaugural Address 
Week Ten: Sojourner Truth – Speech to the Women’s Rights Convention 
Harriet Beecher Stowe – Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Selections) 
Week Eleven: Henry David Thoreau – Walden 
Frederick Douglass – Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
 What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?  
Weeks Twelve and Thirteen: Walt Whitman – Various Selections 
Emily Dickenson – Various Selections 
Louisa May Alcott – Little Women (Selections) 
Week Fourteen: Spotlight: 20th Century Genre Writers 
Louis L’Amour Westerns 
Walter Mosley – Devil in a Blue Dress 
Francine Rivers – Redeeming Love 
Week Fifteen: Course Review and Final Exam 
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RECEIPT AND UNDERSTANDING OF SYLLABUS  

After our review of the syllabus, you understand the following:  
 
1. You must use your school issued email address. Because of the nature of this course, 
communication is essential. If you cannot access your school email address, please see the 
registrar as soon as possible to rectify the problem.  
 
2. If you are going to be absent for any reason, it is up to you to get any notes from that 
day’s lecture. Do not say, “I was gone. Did I miss anything?” The answer is always “Yes, you 
missed something.” Please ask your classmates for their notes or arrange to see me. 
 
3. All assignments are due on the due date given in class. If you are going to be absent, 
assignments must be emailed to me at rgreen@rangercollege.edu by the due date. 
 
4. Assignments emailed or handed in the next day are considered late. Late papers lose 
30% on the overall grade. Papers more than one day late will not be accepted, except in 
extreme circumstances. 
 
5. School-related events are not reasons to turn in assignments late. You know about your 
events ahead of time; if you know you’re going to be gone on a day when an assignment is 
due, you are still expected to turn in the assignment ON THE DUE DATE.  

 
I HAVE RECEIVED AND UNDERSTAND THE INFORMATION IN THE SYLLABUS FOR 
ENGL 2326 SURVEY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE, AND I AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE 
STATED POLICIES.  
 
Signed:_____________________________________________  
   Student Signature 
 
Legibly print the following information:  
 
Name____________________________________________ Date________________  
 
Signed:_____________________________________________  
   Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
Legibly print the following information:  
 
Name____________________________________________ Date________________ 
 

mailto:rgreen@rangercollege.edu

