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OFFICE:   Fine Arts Building (use back entrance where cement ramp is) 

PHONE:   254.267.7001 

HOURS:   Monday & Wednesday:   12:30 - 2:00 pm 

Tuesday & Thursday:   10:30 am - 12 Noon. 

 

 

I. Texas Core Curriculum Statement of Purpose 

 

Through the Texas Core Curriculum, students will gain a foundation of knowledge of human 

cultures and the physical and natural world, develop principles of personal and social 

responsibility for living in a diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are 

essential for all learning. 

 

II. Course Description 

 

A systematic study of the basic principles of effective oral communication. Provides experience 

in public speaking and listener analysis. Emphasis is placed on speech construction for 

extemporaneous speaking. 

 

III. Required Background or Prerequisite 

 

There are no prerequisites for this course, but an ability to write and read at a high school level 

would be helpful. 

 

IV. Required Textbook and Course Materials 

 

There is no required textbook, however, there will be several handouts distributed in class. 

 

 

V. Course Purpose 

 

The purpose of this course is to focus on developing ideas and expressing them clearly, 

considering the effect of the message, fostering understanding, and building the skills needed to 

communicate persuasively.  The course involves the command of oral, aural, written, and visual 

literacy skills that enable people to exchange messages appropriate to the subject, occasion, and 

audience. 
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VI. Learning Outcomes 

 

1.  Demonstrate an understanding of the foundational models of communication.  

2. Apply elements of audience analysis.  

3. Demonstrate ethical speaking and listening skills by analyzing presentations for evidence 

and logic.  

4. Research, develop and deliver extemporaneous speeches with effective verbal and 

nonverbal techniques.  

5. Demonstrate effective usage of technology when researching and/or presenting speeches. 

Identify how culture, ethnicity and gender influence communication.  

6. Develop proficiency in presenting a variety of speeches as an individual or group (e.g. 

narrative, informative or persuasive). 

 

 

VII. Core Objectives 

 

This course meets the following of the six Core Objectives established by Texas: 

 

X Critical Thinking Skills (CT) – Creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis; 

evaluation and synthesis of information 

X Communication Skills (COM) – effective development, interpretation and expression of 

ideas through written, oral, and visual communication 

 Empirical and Quantitative Skills (EQS) – The manipulation and analysis of numerical 

data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions 

X Teamwork (TW) – The ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively 

with others to support a shared purpose or goal 

 Social Responsibility (SR) – Intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, 

and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities 

X Personal Responsibility (PR) – The ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to 

ethical decision-making 

 

 

 

 

VIII. Methods of Instruction 
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There are several methods of instruction for this course - including lecture, class discussion, and 

small group participation, multimedia formats, and more. 

 

IX. Methods of Assessment 

Final grades will be based on the following percentages (more details will be covered in 

class): 

 

● Formal & Informal Speeches (30% of your total grade) (CT, COM, PR) - You will have 

to do both formal (Informative, Persuasive, Invitational, etc.) speeches and informal 

(Introductory, Impromptu, etc.) speeches.  There will be at least six total.  Some will require 

a typed, 1-page outline, while others will not - all with the goal of you being able to speak 

extemporaneously by the end of the semester. 
● Attendance/Participation/Attitude/Civility (30% of your total grade) - Because this is a 

participatory class, it is VERY IMPORTANT to attend class.  See the “Course/Classroom 

Policies” for exact details regarding Attendance.  Each student is expected to participate in 

every class, whether verbally or written.  And each student is expected to have a good 

attitude and be civil/respectful to everyone in the class. 

● Speech Evaluations/Assignments/Quizzes (10% of your total grade) - You will be 

evaluating other students’ speeches - both verbal and written.  Assignments and quizzes will 

be given and must be turned in for credit. 

● Midterm Exam (15% of your total grade) - At the middle of the semester there will be an 

in-class, mandatory Midterm Exam, that I will prepare you well for and will be over the first 

part of the semester’s material including glossary terms, outline structure, etc.   

● Final Exam (15% of your total grade) - There is a Final Exam on the scheduled day and 

time of Finals week.  You must attend Final Exam or you may receive an F. 

 

 

Grading scale:  A = 90-100%     B = 80-89     C = 70-79     D = 60-69     F = Below 60 

 

 

X. Course/Classroom Policies 

 

These policies are IMPERATIVE to your success in this class. Failure to do so will negatively 

impact your experience of this class, not to mention your grade…. 

 

1. ATO stands for ALL Technology OFF and Out of Sight . . . unless otherwise directed by 

Instructor.  THIS is something I feel very strongly about, for obvious reasons in a Speech 

course.  Depending on the situation, if you are caught ONCE, you’ll be asked to turn it off 
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and put it away.  When caught the next time – on that day or another – you will be asked to 

leave the class and receive an “F-zero” for the day, which can really hurt your overall grade.  

Anything more than that, you will be sent to Administration or the Dean of Students.  I do 

not have time for disrespect for me or the other students.  PLEASE understand and 

comprehend this information.  There will be times technology is allowed in class, for 

example, when researching internet for impromptu speeches and group presentations.  And of 

course, in REAL emergency situations, you can use it while exiting the classroom.  This is a 

TEACHING ENVIRONMENT and students using technology for their own personal use 

corrupts the learning of everyone in the class.  If you feel this is an issue for you, PLEASE 

enroll in the ON-LINE SPCH 1315 course which will allow you the freedom to access your 

technology.   

2. Prepare, Prepare, Prepare . . . This is a KEY concept for this class AND an important way 

to prevent nervousness in speaking, test taking, etc.  COME PREPARED to every class.  

ALWAYS bring something to write with and something to write on.   

3. Be on time. A student in Detroit once told me “being on time is arriving early.”  It had a 

huge impact on my life.  Class will begin ON TIME, so EVERYONE should be there and 

ready.. T 

4. Identify a “Study Buddy” or a reliable Classmate . . . I strongly encourage you to get to 

know another student in class right away and at least exchange emails.  That way, when 

either of you are absent, you can “check in” with them to see what we did in class.  And it 

will be a good way for you to share information when preparing for speeches and the 

midterm exam. 

5. Don’t cheat. Any assignment reflecting cheating, plagiarism, or any other form of academic 

dishonesty will receive a grade of zero. A second instance will result in automatic failure of 

the class and a report being filed with Ranger College’s Vice President of Instruction. The 

consequences of this report can be quite severe for your academic future. For more details, 

see the section of the Ranger College Catalog (available at 

www.rangercollege.edu/catalog.pdf), titled “Student Misconduct,” subsection “Academic 

Dishonesty.” 

6. Six absences = Dropped from class with a failing grade. I expect you to attend class 

regularly. As per Ranger College’s stated absence policy in the general college catalog (see 

pages 25-26 at http://rangercollege.edu/catalog.pdf), the only absences that will be excused 

are “official” ones, defined as those that occur due to authorized Ranger College activities 

(such as sporting events). Unofficial absences are counted from the first day of class as listed 

in the College Calendar, regardless of the date of your registration. 

7. Email: I am happy to communicate with you by email and will do my best to respond within 

24 hours during the week. Messages sent over the weekend will be read on Mondays. In the 

subject line of any email that you send me, please indicate the content of the email. Then 

begin your message in the following manner: 

 
Dear Pkev, 
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My name is _______ and I am in your Speech class on (insert days and time). 

 

XI. Course Outline/Schedule 

 

Reading assignments and the dates of exams and written assignments are subject to revision as 

needed. I will announce all revisions in class, post them on Blackboard, and do my best to make 

sure that everyone knows about the changes. If you miss class, you are still responsible for 

submitting assignments according to any revisions that we make to the schedule. 

 

 

WEE

K 

 

DATE 

 

TOPIC/ASSIGNMENT 

Aug. 28 Syllabus & “Intro” Speech, “Listening” & Critical Thinking 

 “Speaking in Public,” “Speaking to Inform,” Brainstorming 

Sept. 4 Labor Day Holiday 

 

Prep for “Informative Speech #1”- Topic Choice is KEY &  Impromptu 

Speaking & Impromptu Speech, “Giving Speeches” & “Using Presentation 

Aids” 

Sept. 11 SPEECH WEEK - “Informative Speech #1” outlines due and presented. 

 SPEECH WEEK  

Sept. 18 “Ethics in Public Speaking” and “Selection of Topic & Purpose” 

 Another IMPROMPTU Speech 

Sept. 25 
Start Prep for Midterm Exam, “Gathering Materials and SUPPORTING 

your Ideas” 

 “Analyzing the Audience” 

Oct. 2 SPEECH WEEK - “Informative Speech #2”  

 SPEECH WEEK 

Oct. 9 Midterm Exam Review and Impromptu Speech, Prep for “Invitational” 
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 Midterm Exam 

Oct. 16 
“Organizing the Body of the Speech” and “Beginning and Ending the 

Speech” and “Outlining the Speech” 

 Begin “Invitational Speeches” - Everyone in attendance 

Oct. 23 “Invitational Speeches” continued . . . 

 “Invitational Speeches” continued . . . 

Oct. 30 “Speaking to Persuade” and “Methods of Persuasion” 

 “Using Language” and “Delivery” 

Nov. 6 SPEECH WEEK - “Persuasive” 

 SPEECH WEEK - “Persuasive” 

Nov. 13 “Special Occasion Speaking” (Commemorative) 

 Impromptu Speech 

November 20-24: Thanksgiving Break 

Nov. 27 SPEECH WEEK - “Commemorative Speech” 

 SPEECH WEEK - “Commemorative Speech” 

Dec. 4 “Small Group and Group Presentation Speaking”  

 Small Group Speeches 

Dec. 11 Small Group Speeches 

 Final Exam Preparation 

Dec. 18 Study Day 

 Final Exam 
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XII. Non-Discrimination Statement 

 

Admissions, employment, and program policies of Ranger College are nondiscriminatory in 

regard to race, creed, color, sex, age, disability, and national origin. 

 

XIII. ADA Statement 

 

Ranger College provides a variety of services for students with learning and/or physical 

disabilities. Students are responsible for making initial contact with the Ranger College 

Counselor, Gabe Lewis (glewis@rangercollege.edu). It is advisable to make this contact before 

or immediately after the semester begins. 




