
 
Dr. Camila Cagle, ENGL 0301 Syllabus. Spring 2020 

 

Ranger College 

ENGL 0301: Introduction to College Reading and Writing 

3 Credit Hours 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS: Spring 2020 
 

Instructor: Dr. Camila Cagle 

Office Location: Jameson #2 

Meeting time: MW 09.25-10.45 

Office Hours: N/A 

Phone: (325) 320-9711  

Email Address: ccagle@rangercollege.edu 

 

I. Texas Core Curriculum Statement of Purpose 

 

Through the Texas Core Curriculum, students will gain a foundation of knowledge of human 

cultures and the physical and natural world, develop principles of personal and social responsibility 

for living in a diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are essential for all 

learning. 

 

II. Course Description 

 

This course includes strategies for advancing reading comprehension and facilitating critical 

analysis of text. Further, this course will include instruction on active reading strategies using text 

structure to improve comprehension, interpreting, and evaluating reading materials. This course 

will integrate critical analysis of text into writing instruction focused on the composition of essays, 

including pre-writing, drafting, organization, focus, unity, revising, and editing. This course 

includes a required lab. 

 

III. Required Background or Prerequisite 

 

The student has been holistically placed in ENGL 0301 using prior coursework, high school GPA, 

and TSI scores. 
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IV. Required Textbook and Supplies 
 

1. No required textbook. All required readings will be accessible on Blackboard. 

2. A three-ring notebook (1" wide) that students use only for this English class.  The following 

items should be included in this notebook: some tabs for organization, some plastic sheets or 

sleeves for preserving handouts, and extra lined paper for assignments.   

V. Course Purpose 

 

To support students who are in ENGL 1301, which features the following course purpose: 

This course focuses on developing ideas and expressing them clearly, considering the effect of the 

message, fostering understanding, and building the skills needed to communicate persuasively. 

The course involves the command of oral, aural, written, and visual literary skills that enable 

people to exchange messages appropriate to the subject, occasion, and audience. 

 

VI. Learning Outcomes  

 

Upon the successful completion of this course, students will: 

• Locate explicit textual information, draw complex inferences, and describe, analyze, and 

evaluate the information within and across multiple texts of varying lengths. 

• Comprehend and use vocabulary effectively in oral communication, reading, and writing. 

• Identify and analyze the audience, purpose, and message across a variety of texts. 

• Describe and apply insights gained from reading a variety of texts. 

• Compose a variety of texts that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus, logical 

development of ideas, and use of appropriate language that advance the writer’s purpose. 

• Determine and use effective approaches and rhetorical strategies for given reading and 

writing situations. 

• Generate ideas and gather information relevant to the topic and purpose, incorporating the 

ideas and words of other writers in students’ writing using established strategies. 

• Evaluate relevance and quality of ideas and information in recognizing, formulating, and 

developing a claim. 

• Develop and use effective reading and revision strategies to strengthen the writer’s ability 

to compose college-level writing assignments. 

• Recognize and apply the conventions of Standard English in reading and writing. 

 

VII. Core Objectives 

 

This course meets the following of the six Core Objectives established by Texas: 
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Critical Thinking Skills (CT) – Creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis; evaluation 

and synthesis of information. 

Communication Skills (COM) – effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas 

through written, oral, and visual communication. 

Empirical and Quantitative Skills (EQS) – The manipulation and analysis of numerical data or 

observable facts resulting in informed conclusions. 

Teamwork (TW) – The ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively with 

others to support a shared purpose or goal. 

Social Responsibility (SR) – Intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, and the 

ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities. 

Personal Responsibility (PR) – The ability to connect choices, actions, and consequences to 

ethical decision-making. 

 

VIII. Methods of Instruction 

 

This is a multimedia class, and as such, it may include assigned readings, electronic documents, 

interactive lectures, discussions, videos, in-class examinations, group projects, etc. Students are 

expected to maintain access to both computer writing programs and email. Students will be 

expected to use Blackboard throughout the semester as part of their coursework. 

IX. Methods of Assessment 

 

Students will receive reading quizzes on the class discussion day of each week except 2 weeks 

(CT, PR). Students will have an assignment to complete each week in lab, which will comprise 

half their participation grade (CT, PR). Students will complete two essays of approximately 2-3 

pages a piece. Students will be expected to discuss the reading for the week on each class 

discussion day (CT, COM, PR). Students must take a comprehensive final exam (CT, COM, 

PR). The grade breakdown is as follows: 

 

Syllabus receipt:   2% 

Attendance:    5% 

Reading quizzes:   13%  

Participation:    20% 

Analysis Essay:   20% 

Compare/Contrast Essay: 20% 

Final exam:    20% 

Total       100% 
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Grading Scale: 

 

90-100 A 

89-80 B 

79-70 C 

69-60 D 

59 and below F 

 

X. Technology Requirements 

Students will need: 

 

• Flash drive or other means of storing digital versions of the essays and other written material 

they generate (students should always keep a backup of everything they turn in). 

 

• A valid, working email address that students check every day. 

 

• Regular internet access. 

 

• Access to a computer with a word processing program and a printer. Assignments must be 

typed and printed. 

 

• Ability to print 30-50 pages throughout the semester (funds, ink, paper, etc.) 

 

 

XI. Access and Navigation 

Some texts for this course exist exclusively online, so students must have Internet access to read 

and/or view texts. 

 

 

XII. Communication and Support 

Interaction with Instructor Statement: 

Please contact your instructor with any questions you may have.  Your instructor’s communication 

preference is e-mail, and her address is: ccagle@rangercollege.edu . 

 

XIII. Grievance Procedure: 

 

Students who have concerns about their course or the instructor should speak first to the instructor 

about those concerns. If the student is unsatisfied with the outcome of that conversation, the next 

person in the chain of command is the Chair of the division of Humanities and Fine Arts and 
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president of the Faculty Association, Professor Lance Hawvermale.  Students should contact him 

via e-mail: lhawvermale@rangercollege.edu . 

 

XIV. Course/Classroom Policies 

 

All outside assignments must be submitted on Blackboard by the designated due date. No late 

papers will be accepted. Acceptance of this syllabus indicates understanding of agreement with 

this policy. 

 

Unauthorized absences are counted from the first day of class as listed in the College Calendar, 

regardless of the date of a student’s registration. Attendance is mandatory: a student having three 

unexcused absences (class and/or lab) per developmental course will receive a 0 on the attendance 

grade. Students who miss the equivalent of four unexcused absences will be dropped from the 

class by the instructor with an F. Should this be the only developmental course that the student is 

taking, the student will also be required to drop from school. 

 

If a student is absent, it is entirely and exclusively his/her responsibility to obtain any notes, 

handouts, and other information and materials from the missed day’s lecture and classroom 

experience.  

 

Being absent does not excuse missed work or missed in-class quizzes or tests. If a student knows 

he/she will be absent in advance of a date where a quiz or test will be given, it is his/her  

responsibility to schedule a time to take the quiz or test in advance of that date. No make-up quizzes 

or tests will be given. 

 

It is a fundamental principle to respect the right of others to speak.  

 

Each individual student is entirely responsible for his/her own participation in the course. These 

responsibilities include individual participation; engaging other students and the instructor in 

relevant dialogue; in-class examinations, assigned readings, and other out-of-class preparations; 

Blackboard activities; and assigned papers.  Neither technological difficulties nor shyness mitigate 

such responsibilities.  

 

All phones must be shut off throughout class. No laptop computers, smart phones, or anything 

similar may be used during class without express instructor permission. No technological 

recordings are allowed during class time, whether auditory, visual, or anything else. Repeated 

studies demonstrate that students benefit and learn more from handwritten notes than they do from 

notes taken using a computer, phone, or other electronic source.  
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Note: There will be days when the group makes use of computers in lab to work on assignments. 

Students are only permitted to use laptops to work on assignments; any unauthorized use of laptops 

will result in revocation of laptop privileges for the remainder of the semester. 

Students are entirely responsible for the quality of any and all tools they choose to make use of, 

including internet resources. If a student chooses to trust an internet or computer resource to aid 

with spelling, grammar, or citations, that student is fully responsible for the grade that results even 

if the internet or computer resource provided faulty information (this is a fairly common 

occurrence). A key responsibility in the world of the 21st century is developing the ability to 

appraise, verify, and otherwise vet any internet resource or tool. 

 

Students have the right to re-take the TSI reading test at any point throughout the semester; if the 

re-take is passed, the student will pass 0301 with an A and are not required to attend the remainder 

of the semester. Students are required to coordinate scheduling the TSI test with their instructor. 

XV. Course Outline/Schedule 

 

NB: All readings must be completed by the day of discussion. Students who do not participate in 

class discussions will receive a 0 in participation for the day.  

 

Week # Lab (Monday) Class discussion (Wednesday) 

 

Week 1 

 

1/20 

No class 

Martin Luther King Day 

1/22 

Introduction to class 

Vocabulary Annotation 

 

 

Week 2 

 

1/27 

The parts of speech 

Building vocabulary 

1/29 

Reading strategies 

Discuss “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” 

by James Thurber 

 

 

Week 3 

 

2/3 

Locating main ideas 

2/5 

Discuss “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson 

 

 

Week 4 

 

2/10 

Writing an analysis 

2/12 

Discuss “Lamb to the Slaughter”  

by Roald Dahl  

 

Week 5 

 

2/17 

Focusing while reading 

 

2/19 

Discuss “An Occurrence at Owl Creek 

Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce 

 

Week 6 

 

2/24 

Plagiarism and you 

2/26 

Discuss “Where are You Going, Where 

Have You Been?” by Joyce Carol Oates 

 

Week 7 

3/2 

Critical reading 

3/4 

Discuss “Interpreter of Maladies”  

by Jhumpa Lahiri 
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Week 8 

 

3/9 

Spring Break – No Class 

 

3/11 

Spring Break – No Class 

 

Week 9 

 

3/16 

Analysis Essay due at end of lab 

3/18 

Discuss “The Story of an Hour”  

by Kate Chopin 

 

 

Week 10 

 

3/23 

Metacognition 

3/25 

Discuss “A Good Man is Hard to Find” 

 by Flannery O’Connor 

 

Week 11 

 

4/30 

Compare-contrast structure 

4/1 

Discuss “Everyday Use (For Your 

Grandmama)” by Alice Walker 

 

 

Week 12 

4/6 

Constructing a response 

4/8 

Discuss “The Metamorphosis”  

by Franz Kafka (Ch. 1) 

 

Week 13 

 

4/13 

Reading for context in other classes  

4/15 

Discuss “The Metamorphosis”  

by Franz Kafka (Ch. 2) 

 

Week 14 

 

4/20 

Compare/Contrast Essay due at end 

of lab 

4/22 

Discuss “The Metamorphosis” 

 by Franz Kafka (Ch. 3) 

 

Week 15 

 

4/27 

Final Exam review 

4/29 

Discuss “Cathedral” by Raymond Carver 

 

Week 16 

 

  

 

XVI. Non-Discrimination Statement 

 

Admissions, employment, and program policies of Ranger College are nondiscriminatory in regard 

to race, creed, color, sex, age, disability, and national origin. 

 

XVII. ADA Statement 

 

Ranger College provides a variety of services for students with learning and/or physical 

disabilities. Students are responsible for making initial contact with the Ranger College Counselor, 

Gabe Lewis (glewis@rangercollege.edu). It is advisable to make this contact before or 

immediately after the semester begins. 
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Advice to Incoming English 0301 Students  

1) Be on time to class; 

2) Turn in your homework even when you are absent; 

3) Pay attention in class; 

4) Participate in class; 

5) Ask for help; 

6) Go to office hours even if you have time conflicts; 

7) Complete your supplemental learning hours as soon as possible; 

8) Read the assigned pages; 

9) Annotate all readings; 

10) Manage your time – get a daily planner; 

11) Write about topics that interest you; 

12) Don’t give up; 

13) Show up to class because there are points awarded every day; 

14) Emergencies and absences happen. Discuss them with your instructor and find the way to fulfil 

the assignments; 

15) Don’t be scared or stressed; 

16) Relax and take a break every once in a while; 

17) Follow the syllabus; 

18) Meet with a tutor; 

19) Turn in all of your essays; 

20) Purchase the required materials; 

21) Get enough sleep; 

22) Take your studies seriously; 

23) Meet your deadlines; 

24) Meet length requirements; 

25) Be open to constructive criticism from your instructor and your classmates; 

26) Revise your essays multiple times; 

27) Take good notes; 

28) Review your notes; 

29) Find a helpful peer critique partner; 

30) Use the peer critique instructions to help you improve your own writing; 

31) Have a positive attitude; 

32) Make sure you understand the assigned reading; 

33) Get a notebook for all of your class materials, and keep a different section for each essay; 

34) Interact with your instructor and your classmates; 

35) Follow the instructor’s notes; 

36) Read for fun (to help with grammar and vocabulary); 

37) Try your best; 

38) Review the instructor’s comments on your essays so that you can improve; 
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39) If you’re absent, contact a classmate to find out what you missed and what’s due as homework; 

40) Proofread your essays; 

41) Start your work early; 

42) Have a specific forecast in every essay; 

43) Make use of extra credit opportunities; 

44) Meet with your instructor for essays; 

45) Put your thesis statement on the board so that you will get advice on how to make it better; 

46) Eat well; 

47) Complete your in-class work in class; 

48) Keep track of your grades; 

49) If you are having any problems, let your instructor know; 

50) Attend the library – books are your true friends. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF SYLLABUS 

ENGL 0301, Spring 2020 

 

 

I, __________________________________________________________ (print name) 

acknowledge that I am in receipt of my syllabus for ENGL 0301 for the Spring 2020 semester with 

Dr. Camila Cagle. I further acknowledge that I understand and am in agreement with all course 

policies as outlined within this syllabus. 

I acknowledge that I am not permitted to use any electronic devices, but not limited to a cell phone 

and/or laptop, in class without permission by the instructor. I further acknowledge that 

unauthorized use of any such devices will result in a loss of all participation points for that day, 

regardless of other assignments that were completed. 

I acknowledge that neither I nor any representative on my behalf may petition for a change of 

grade unless I can provide written proof that a grade was incorrectly entered in the electronic 

gradebook on Blackboard. 

I acknowledge that plagiarism of any written assignments will result in a 0 on the assignment for 

the first offense and an F in the class for the second offense, regardless of the amount of plagiarism 

or any other progress that has been made in class. I further acknowledge that assignments are due 

on the date listed in the syllabus and that barring exceptional circumstances, no late assignments 

will be accepted for any reason. 

I acknowledge that I will receive a 0 on all grades until this form has been signed, dated, and 

submitted to the instructor of record. 

 

 

_______________________________     ____________________________ 

Sign name                                            Date     


