Chapter 2

Ethics- the branch of human philosophy that deals with issues of right and wrong in human affairs.

· Make sure you have good goals…. That you are speaking for the right reasons. (Bad people can speak for bad reasons.  Speak to share your ideas and your mind.  Use your powers for good and not for evil.)

· Be prepared for class…. You owe your fellow students otherwise you waste your time and mine.

· Be honest in what you say and in your research.  This means you need to avoid twisting statistics to make yourself happy.  Don’t quote out of context.  (Don’t cut and paste and make things say things that they don’t originally say.)  

· Don’t call names or be rude in your speeches.  Everyone has a right to express himself or herself.  Don’t use the power of the podium to silence others or to degrade people.

Behave ethically all the time, not only when it is convenient.

The Problems of Plagiarism

Plagiarism is presenting another person’s words, ideas, or work as one’s own.

This is one of Shilo’s pet peeves.  Don’t do this.  It’s a bad idea and makes me cranky.

I had a friend in college that could speak good English.  He just wasn’t that great at writing it.  He was going to get two Bachelor’s degrees; one in Theatre and one in Psychology.  He decided to explore the internet and downloaded his final papers for the classes from an online source.   

This was not one of his better ideas.

He was discovered and lost both his degrees and was kicked out of college and lost 5 years of work.  People! Do your own work!  I have already told you if you need any help all you have to do is call me or email me and I will work it out with you.  I will help you. I will proof read it or listen to it ahead of time.  There is no reason for shooting yourself in the foot scholastically.  *sigh*  There are a lot of ways to mess up too.

There are three types of plagiarism.

1. Global plagiarism is taking an entire speech from a single source and passing it off as your own.

2. Patchwork plagiarism happens when a speaker puts together a speech by copying word for word from two or three sources.  This is just like copying when you are writing a paper.  You have to say where things come from.  Most of what I give you is from The Art of Public Speaking, by Lucas.  I also give you stuff I find from other places and the eloquence of my own brain.  Aren’t you impressed?

3. Incremental plagiarism happens when a speaker fails to give credit for specific parts, or increments, of the speech that are borrowed from other people. This is like quoting someone verbatim without attributing the words to that person.  Another way to do this is by paraphrasing the author without signing the author.

4. Just as you need to credit the people who write books and articles, you also need to credit the authors of documents online.  You have to be very careful when you take notes from online sources.  Bookmarks are your friend. If you don’t have a personal computer to use then you need to have a pad of paper on which to write the URLs (web addresses).  Internet sources must be identified both in the speech bibliography and when the speech is presented orally.  This doesn’t mean you have to say, “One blood donation can save three people.  This was found at www.redcross.org.”   Instead you might say “ The red cross web site states that one blood donation can save three people.)  If there is any confusion don’t hesitate to talk to me about this.

Listeners have ethical obligations too.

1. You need to pay attention during the speech. This is really important because people need supportive audiences.

2. You should avoid prejudging the speaker.  Don’t jump to conclusions about their ideas or what they will say.  I don’t care if you have known them since birth,you need to be polite.  The speakers have taken time to prepare carefully for you and you have a responsibility to hear a speaker out before deciding to accept or reject the speaker’s message.

3. You should work to uphold the ideal of freedom of expression and ideas.  A free society depends on the right of individual citizens to speak their minds.  You don’t call names and be rude to speakers. You need to work to maintain the right of speakers to be heard.  I may not like what you have to say but I will support your right to say it!   
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